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LAWRENCE, Ran. (AP) - Some say
he wasP born in 1863. Others, 1860, and
that's what the U.S. Army records indi-
cate. But whatever the year, most
authorities believe that the bay colt,
baled by a mustang mare on the rol-
ling prairie of southwestern Oklahoma,
is the most famous steed in United
Stales military history.
$he horse's name was Comanche. It'

the only living remnant of Gen.
Gçrge Armstrong Custer's. forcesfound by a military burial party after
the battle of theLittleBigHorn,99
years ago month.
The mounted remainsofComanche

may be seen today on the fifth floor of
the NaturalHistoryMuseuma t
University of Kansas. Still life-like, the
remains are sealed behind glass. But
time has not treated Comanche kindly.,,

The gloss on his coat is gone. Ahumidifier
operates 24 hours a day to keepthe

animal's hair and hide, moist. Mt

museum personnel perform regular
maintenance to preserve the remains.

Though the years, claims on the old

horse have been made by prestigious
groups and individuals. But a long line

of chancellors at the university have

refused to give up the horse.
As a. colt, Comanche roamed free

across the southwestern plains until

1868 when he was captured in a wild

horse roundup, taken to St. Louis and

sold to the Army.
The light bay gelding was shipped

vest tobeusedbythe7thCavalry,then
fighting Indians in Kansas. The horse
became the personal mount of Maj.
Myles w. Keogh.
During a skirmish with Indians. an

arrow struck the horse's right bind
quarter. The animal made a sound like
a Comanche yell. Keogh namedthehorseComanche

.
During the spring of 1873, the 7th

Cavalry 'was transferred to Ft.
Abraham Lincoln on the Missouri
River near Bismarck, Dakota Territo-
ry. Keogh and Comanche moved with
the regiment.
White settlers, prospectors and min-

ers soon moved onto the Great Soux
Reservation created by the Laramie
Treaty of 1868.
Resentful of the white man's

encroachments upon their lands, some

J Sioux warriers went on the warpath.
The 7th Cavalary tried to keep the
whites out, but many ignored the Army
and some were killed by the Sioux.

Comanche roamed at will over the
parade grounds at Ft. Lincoln. He
became a great pet of the soldiers.
When the bugles sounded,, Comanche
often trotted to his old place in front of
the lineofhismaster'stroop .
Comanche adopted Korn, the black-

smith, as his new master. Sometimes
Comanche would follow Korn around
the post like a pet dog.
When the 7th Cavalry was trans-

ferred to Ft. Meade in the Black hills
in 1879, and later, in 1888, to Ft. Riley,
Kan.,Comanche moved with them'
The horse remained in good health
until late in 1890 when Korn was killed
at Wounded Knee in South DakotaThe
7th. Cavalry had been ordered to the
Pine Ridge Agency to control the Sioux.
After the 7th Cavalry returned to Ft.

Riley without Korn, Comanche
appeared to lose interest in life. Veteri-
narians tried to keep the horse alive,
but Comanche died on Nov. 6, 1891. He
had lived about 31 years.A

veterinari-ansaidtheanimaldiedofthecolic .
The officers of the 7th Cavalry moved

quickly. They asked Dr. L. L. Dyche of
the University of Kansas to preserve
Comanche. Dyche, a zoologist, hurried
toFt.Riley,measuredandskinnedth6
horse, and returned to the University to,
mount the remains. Dyche was to have
received $400 for his services.
Dyche, with the cavalry's permis-

sion, took Comanche to' the Chicago
Exposition in 1893, and the horse was
the center of much attention.
Comanche was then returned to the
University of Kansas.
Dyche asked the cavalry if they want-

ed Comanche, but officers of the 7th
reported that they had not been able to
raise the money.
Lt. Col. Ezra B. Fuller, secretary and

treasurer of the United States Cavalry
Association, wrote in 1913 that the cav-
alry was unable to raise the money and
gave the horse to the University of Kan-
sas.

	

-
-For more than 50 years the matter

was forgotten. In 1947, however, Gen,
Jonathan M. Wainwright, hero of Bat-
aan and an old cavalryman, led a move-
ment to persuade the university to
return Comanche to the Army at Ft.
Riley. The story made headlines from
coast-to-coast.
But Chancellor Deane Malott refused

to give up Comanche, saying: "He's
almost an alumnus of the institution!"
In 1953, the Lewiston, Mont., Kiwanis

Club, led S effort to move Comanche
to the museum at Custer Battlefield
National Monument. But Franklin
Murphy, then chancellor of K.U.,
refused. Edward Arn, then governor of
Kansas, supported the university's
claim to perpetual possession of
Comanche.






All remained quite until the early
1970's when a group of Indians objected
to the wording on a placard inside
Comanche's glass enclosure. The word-
ing claimed that Comanche was the
''only survivor'' of the battle of the Lit-
tle Big Horn. The group pointed out
that thousands of Indians had survived
the battle.
The wording was changed to clarify

that Comanche was the only survivor
among Custer's command found after
the battle.


