: o Lt Comanche roamed at will over the
o - ) parade grounds at Ft. Lincoln. ‘He
SurVIVOI' Of CuSter S became a great pet of the soldiers,
When the bugles, sounded,, Comanchp
 often trotted to his old place in front of
~ the liné%f his master’s troop.
~ Comahéhé adopted Korn, the black-

~ smith, as his.new master. Sometimes |

E

W

debacle flrm}y at KU?

-is .the most famous steed in United|
Stai'es military history.

y/(’/' \4',;. H L7 gig/?'b S

. Comanche would follow Korn around I

y rgetamipaignto - - the post like a pet dog. - I
s By DAVID DARY ey po bet dog. " u.,
Unj);ersity of Kumsos control the Sioux. In thes %{g,pﬂ&?ﬁ , : When the 7th Cavalry was tr"ﬂs- f
For The Associated Press from the west, south and f," three | {ferred to Ft. Meade in the Black fis. |

LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) — Some say, .

he was born in 1863. Others, 1860, and

that’s what the U.S. Army records indi- |

cate. But whatever the year, most
authorities believe that the bay colt,

“foaled by a mustang mare on the rol-

" ling prairie of southwestern Oklahoma

columns of soldiers converged on Indi- foat
an country. The largest column was,
under the command of Brig. Gen.:
Alfred H. Terry and included Custer’s
7th Cavalry with Mah Keogh and! -
Comanche. They . marched west from
Ft. Lincoln across Dakota into Montana

- in 1879, and later, in 1888, to Ft. R
- Kan., Comanche moved with them. =~ |
4 The horse remained in good health E

By at Wounded Knee in South Da!{utav
= Tth.Cavalry had been ordered to the

The gloss on hlS coat is gone A_ _
fier operates 24 hours a day to ke
‘animal’s hair and hlde,pmoxst
museum personnel perform regulag
.maintenance to preserve the remains.

1e horse’s name was Cor@anche It*
,the only lmng remnagi of Gen
rge .-Armsfrﬂng Custer’s , forces

Though the years, claims on the old

and the PowderRiver valley.

After a scouting party found fresh
Indian signs, the 7th Cavalry moved on
the Little Big Horn from the south,
while Terry’s remaining forces entered

nurth The soldiers hoped to trap the
Sioux from two sides.

' one of the grea,t% concentrations of

} Aiericans continent — mere thar
12,000, historians say.
On June 25, 18

and every other

| often been called Custer’ qust Stand.
Three days  later a |
' moved tmto the battlefiel ~iOne of the
. soldiers.saw something mtmng some

iAle Little Big Horn valley from the |

But that did not happen. Waiting “@s\

Indians ever gathered on the North , ;

tos t. Riley, measured and skinned th

: “' horse, and returned to the Universit to
b, Gen. George Cust- | rsity to

r 'five companies of |

ial party

. Pine Ridge Agency to control the Sioux.

After the 7th Cavalry returned to Ft.
Riley without Korn, Comanche
appeared to lose interest in life, Veteri-
narians tried to keep the horse alive,
but Comanche died on Nov. 6, 1891. He
had lived about 31 years. A veterinar
an said the animal died of the colic. ?‘

The officers of the 7th Cavalry moved.

quickly. They asked Dr. L. L. Dyche of
. ihe University of Kansas to preserve

‘Qomanche. Dyche, a zoologist, hurrie

‘mount the remains. Dyche was to have -‘-'

i received 3400 for his services.

Dyche, with the cavalry’s perml,@é"
sion, took Comanche to the Chicago
Exp051t10n in 1893, and the horse was
~ the center of much "‘.i’tfentlon “

. Comanche was then’ returned to ti

University of Kansas: A

groups and individuals. But a long line

~ became the personal mount of Mg

|

horse have been made by prestigious

of chancellors at the university have

refused to give up the horse. .
As a colt, Comanche roamed free

across the southwestern plams until |

1868 when he was captured in a wild
horse roundup, taken to. SI Louis and

sold to the Army.

The light bay géld.mg Was shipped §
west to bgused by the 7th Cavalry, then §

fighting Indians in Kansas. The horse

Myles w. Keogh W

= City, Mo:, a member of thé burial par-

] dlsta‘lucmaway He invest; ated and
found a S’.everely wounded
| - The late Theodore Goldin 0[ Kansas

Dyche asked the cavalry if they want- ]
* ed Comanche, but officers of the 7th=
¢ reported that they had not heen able to
. raise the money. ' &

Lt. Col. Ezra B. Fuller, secrelary and
'treasurer of the United ‘States Cavalry

B ‘-,.v

ty, recail.ed in 1921: “Many.of us went ¢
over and recognized Comanche. The &
poor fellow was too weak to stand, and |
many ‘of.the men mounted, galloped to
the river and returned with: water car- &
ried in their hats which w& glven the ¢
poor famished horse. o 2
“Later, he was able to get tu hlS feet &
. and in time was brought into camp §

S

alry was- unable to raise the money and
gave the horse to the University of Kan- |
sas. ; e

-For mdre than 90 years the matter
was forgotten. In 1947, however, Geu;

arrow struck the horse’s right l;und
quarter. The animal made a sound,pke
a Comanche yell. Keogh namgg,rthe g

During a skirmish with Indians, an |

horse Comanche.

Durirg .the spring of 1873, the 7th
Cavalry “*was . transfgrred to FL.
Abraham Lincoln on the Missouri
River near Bismarck, Dakota Territo-
ry. Keogh and Comanche moved with
the regiment. »'

White settlers, proapectors and min- |

O —

Treaty of 1868.

Resentful of the white

Sioux warriers went on the warpath. |

The Tth Cavalary tried to keep the |
whites out, but many ignored the Army
and some were k_lllod bv the_Smu\(

ot TR ST

r{.‘

_._; believed that (,omanche wou.ld dle from. '

: where his wounds were washed and the
| soreness relieved as much as possi-, &

_i ble 2

! were severe, four were flesh wounds.

his wounds. e

444 Comarche was. taken to Fi. Fincoln |
., aboard the st

ers soon moved onto the Great Soux  Weakto qtand*

: eated by the Laramie =
Reservation cr I nursed the h
man’s | |

:." n i
. encroachments upon their lands, some | Sturgis, ther"commander of the 7th

er Far West.
a sling. Gustaw ¥Korn, g blacksmith,
seBack b health.

On April B"“]SZS ‘Col. Samuel D.

- Cavalry, ordered that Comanche would
never be ridden agam nor. put to any
kind of work. Stll[‘glb directed that
- Comanche be saddled, br:dled draped

. In mourning and paraded in all regi-

mental mounted ce remonies,

Comanche had seven wounds. Three '

. Other cavalry horses probably sur- |
. vived the battle, but they were taken & (
- away by the Indians who probably [ . to give up Comanche, saying:

- almost an alumnus of the institution!”

Too FESe
horse was placed in S Murphy,
. refused. Edward Arn, then governor of

~_ Kansas,
~ elaim to
 Borhanche.

Jonathan M. Wainwright, hero of Bat- -

“aan and an old cavalryman, led a move-

ment to persuade the university to

- return Comanche to the Army, at Ft.
. Riley. The story made headlines from
. coast-to-coast.

But Chancellor Deane Malott refused
“He’s

In 1953, the Lewiston, Mont., Kiwanis

Club, led ap effort to move Comanche
| to the museum at Custer Battlefield
' National

Monument. But Franklin
then chancellor of. K.U.,

supported the university's
perpetual possession of




~ All remained. quite until the early
1970’s when a group of Indians objected
to the wording on a placard inside
Comanche’s glass enclosure. The word-
ing claimed that Comanche was the
“only survivor’ of the battle of the Lit-
tle Big Horn. The group pointed out
that thousands of Indians had survived
the battle.

The wording was changed to clarify
that Comanche was the only survivor
among Custer's command found after
the battle.



